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©, JengmiaAn 10.2. 58 
Thus ſaith the Lord ,' Learn not the way of the Heathez, 


and be not diſmayed at the Signs of Heaven; for the Heas 


then are diſmayed at thews. : 
#$$Hat which hath cauſed me: to make choice 


os 3+ $ of this Text at this time, is the great noiſe 
: iL: by which I have'heard among the common 
FESS 


people iconcerning that''Eclipſe ofthe 

Sun, ' which to morrow -in' the Forenoon 
will preſent it {elf unto us. It is indeed an' Ectipſe 
that will #&very: gteat , and may therefore have 
ſome ſadeffe&s; which will-in time ſhew themſetves 
amongus?: Yetſhould not this ſo trouble, pe 


»” 


no God to'ſtay upon. For 'what-is it, but the way of 
the Heathen to- be afraid of the Signs of 'Heaven: 3 
which way we muſt noe learn: For z7har ſaith the Lord, 
Learn not the way of the Heathen, and be not diſmayed at 


the Signs of Heaven; for the Heathen are diſmayed at 


them. | 53; 
- T have read 'the. words according as T finde them 
rendred-in our laſt Tranſlation ,' agreeing there to 


the Orjginal, and toothers who have repeated it in. 


another'Tongue.' MelanFhoe ſaith, Nolite timere 2 fog- 
mis Celi, que timent Gentes, Be not _—_ of the Signs of 

Heaven, which the Gentiles (or the Heathen) fear. And 
Junize or Tre melins, thus; 4 Signs Citlorun: we tonſter- 
nemini, quia conſternantur Gentes «b illjs + That is, Be 

wot aftoniſhed or ſore troubled in minde- at the Sign of 
| £ A 2 _ Heaven, 


te, perplex, or 
caſt down 'the mindes of 'Chriſtians, as if they: had - 
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Leven,” for the Heatbin are amazed it them :* Ns if he 
ſhould fay, The thought of what the Signs may-fig- 
- nifie, hath taken away, their, heart, bath caſt them 
down, aſtoniftjed them, made them afraid, amazed, 

1lofe ttoubledin mynde;: But be not\{o;; You that 
vethebordfor-your God; For ther ſeiththeLord, 

Learn not the way of the Heather, and be not diſmayed at 
the Signs of Heaven for the Heathen are diſmayed at them. 
-Iniwbich;Text I fifgdea Prohibition,: wherein the 
pteple.of; God :are prohibited; from learning the way 
ofthe Heathen: ;.;, One: particular whereof .1s this, 
namely -:That they feared: or. were diſmayed at the 
Signs.of Heayen'z beſide which,'they had/other ways 
Whercintbey offended, as Iſhallaftexwardfhew-you, 
7; Some Lknaw by the word feanin this plarejiunger- 
and a Religiousreyerenceor-fear., fuokfachs perti- 
- nene:toiDivine:Worlhip ;:-and thereupon: they: do 
not read the Text, Be not uftaid of the Signs of Heaven ; 
but, Fear not the Signs of Heaven :\ In which: reading, 
the ſence or meaning is very different.., For by ſaying, 
Fearnot the Signsof Heaver,.' they' conclude: that,the 
Prohibitipn.in the fimple'meaning thereof;'isno more 
then worſhrp wet 5.1t being here theintent of the Pro- 
phet to keep back the Jews from  worſhipping':the 
Heavenly:Bedres 3 calledinthe Texthby the name of the 
«Signs of, Heaverse.: For that the word) fdar is often taken 
fo in Scripture eannatbe denied. As for example, in 
the Nine and twentieth Chapter of 7/ai«h, at the thir- 
'teenth Verſe, iwe have.theſe words, 4rd their fear to- 
. werd me was Hawght by theprecept of mer : Which-words 

when.our Savjour- Chriſt expounded, in Metth;15:. 9. * 
he took:the word fear formorſhip 3: laying, Tn vain they 
. wor ſpip me, teaching. for Dolfrines\mens Traditians. = 
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ders the Text, Be not afraid of the Signs of Heaven ;, or 
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alfo in'another place when the Children of 7/5 


ſinned, it-is ſaid, They feared other gods; as is written. - ' 
in the Second Book of the K7zgs, the Seventeenth. _ - KO 


Chapter at the ſeventh Verſe : hay feared other god ;, 
that is, They worſhipped other gods. And in more parti- 
cular, that it. muſt be taken ſo here1n this place, the 
words following at the Fifth Verſe do make more cvi- 
dent ; for there the Prophet ſpeaking of the Images 
of the Heathen, which they made, erected, and wor- 
ſhipped, ſaith thus 3 Fear ther not, for they ſtand up as 
the Palm-tree, but they ſeat ot, &c. By all which, a 
man would think that ſuch indeed were the (ignifica- 
tion of the word fear in this very place, and that it 


| wereneedlels to ſeek any other interpretation there- - 


of..; But I ſhall ſhew.the contrary, .and evidently de- - 
clare that it is not ſo. | us wc 


For firſt ja juſtification of that reading which ren- 


Be not diſmayed at them; Ttis a reading which is exa&- 
ly ſuitable to the Hebrew word here uſed, which doth 
certainly ſignifie a paſſive ſurpriſal or poſſeſſion with 
fear, and notanaGtive, as. doth that afbreſaid In 1/as. 
.29. 13. And can therefore init felf import nothing 
that is. pertinent to ſuch a fear as ſimply hath relation 
to Adoration : For though both the Heather and Jews 
alſo were guilty of worſhipping the Hoſt of Heaven, 
for which they areelſewhere reproved, asT ſhall ſhew 
ou by and by ;; yet the word here uſed, imployes no 


uch thing, nor isever ſo to be taken, wa: by (as ſome. 
: H 


think) the object of fear, when it is named, be either _ 


Put for the true God,, or for ſomeTdol to.be worſhip- © 


edinthe ſtead of God. - = bt r” 
\. Then Secondly, For that alfo at the Fifth Verſe of © * 
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where the words be theſe; A4s for the word that thou 
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fear of worſhip of Images is forbidden ; the phraſe is 
not the ſame, for the phraſe is altered ; and is there no 
paſſive ſurpriſal or poſſeſſion with fear of aſtoniſh- 
ment, as in the former word at the ſecond Verſe ; but 
is there an ative fear, ſuch as is pertinent to adorati- 
on, as the word there uſed hath declared. The word 
therefore not being the ſame in both places, cauſeth 


_ the ſence and meaning not to be the ſame in one 


place, that it is inthe other ; but that theone differ- 
eth from the other, evenasfar as doing is from ſuffer- 
1n £ / X 

Howbeir, I neither can nor will deny, but that paſ- 
ſive fear drives ſuperſtitions men many timesto that 
ative fear of adoration : For though it be certainly 
true, That God Almighty made the Sun, -Moon, and 
other Stars, yet ſuch 1s the folly of ſome among men, 
to make them gods; which they do by their vain 


' wicked practiſes of worſhipping of them : And fo 
the poet Lights are eng uſed to the greateſt 


darkneſs; and by dei ing of them, they damnifie 
themſelves by being as blin 

addicted as were the Heathen Gentiles. This the Jews 
(even in this Prophets time, as alſo in ſome times be. 


fore) were guilty of, which they defended with ſuch 


obſtinacy ; That when they were reproved of him, 


and taught to do otherwiſe, they anſwered; That 
they would not do according to his Teaching, but 


follow rather the deſperate bent of their own Bows, 


asI may ſay, In worſhipping the Moon as Queen of 
Heaven. This you may ſee m the Four and fortieth 
of Jeremy, at the Sixteenth and ſeventeenthgVerſes, 


haſt 
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haſt ken to ws inthe name of the Lord, wewill not (fay ; ; 
they) bearkes unto thee. But we will certainly do whatſo= * 


over thing goeth frth ant of 27 axzuth; to lar; darenſuts 
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the * @neen of Heaven, and to porir out drink-offerings * The 
mito ber, as we have done, we and oxr Fathers, our Kings Moongas = 
and our Princes, inthe Cities of Judah, and in the ſtreets foEac; Ke. 
of Jeruſalem. Of which they give this Reaſon ; . For 26. 
then (lay they) we had plenty of wiftuals, and were well. 
and ſaw ns evil. By which laſt words | plenty of vitfxalc, 
were well, andſaw no evil | it well appeareth, That ic 
was fear, as much as any thing elſe, which made them 
thus advance this practiſe. And truly fear isan ctiect 
oceeding from the natare of Superſtition,; and lo __ 
r prevailing, That it will there make gods, whereie 
donbreth/ moſt of danger 5 Asthe Egyptians did, in _— 
making Fortuxe a godeſs 3 for they kept an annual 
feaſt in honor of her diety, giving her thanks for the 
year which. was paſt, and carneſtly imploring her fa= __ 
vor for the year tocome.. It was Platarchs obſervatie. _. * 
on, That the Superſtitious always think the gods =. 
ready todo hurt':: By means whereof, he accounteth 
them in worſe caſe then Ma | kefadors or Fugitives z 
who if they once recover the Altar, are there fecured 
from fear, where nevertheleſs the Superſtitiousare in 
greateſt thratdom : And from hence arofe that anci= = 
ent faying , Primos in orbe deos fecit timor © Fear firſs 
browght gods into the world, And hence it allo was, _; 
That the Heathen in inſtitution of their Sacrifices, did 
offer as welt to- all their gods, that they ſhould not 
. hure them, as for any help they expedted from them. 
And fo in ſome fort itis evenamongus, though called =: 
Chriſtians ; for we have ſome that are troubled, if the 3 
Salt do. but fall towards them3 others that w—_ = 


xz 


2 | 


if a Raven do but crook over them:;: or an Hare but 
croſs the-way before them 3 ..or. a Pin+but lie with the 
pointtowards them;. for then forſooth they think the 
gods are angry with them , they:dare wh care 2k fo 
much as ſtoop to take it up; forgetting in-themean 
while what David ſaithin the 31 Pſalm, at the fixth or 
ſeventh Verſe; namely this, Thate al/thoſe (faith he) 
who hold of ſuperſtitious (or lying) vanities 3 but my truſt 
= hath beenin the Lord, O, whata mifery it ts: to.dote, as 
bs - ſome men do, through the godleſs fear of fooliſh fan- 
- cies : But above all we have anexample of the poor 
filly Zz:zdians , who ſacrifice their children- unto the 
Devilat this very day; becauſe they be mainly afraid 
of him. And of old (as'1tiis ſtotied) wehavethe ex- 
ampleof Alexander Magnus ,who lacrificed:to the Sun, 
Moon, and Earth, that thereby he might divert the 
evil which (as he feared) was portendedby an Eclipſe 
but a little:before. And the:Fews forementioned, .did 
notbnely burn incenſe to.:the Moon: whom they cal- 
led the Queen'of Heaven, but did offerup cakes. unto 
heralſo, as in Jere.7.18. From which kinde of :Idola- 
try Job did thus acquit himſelf, ſaying, 1f Thavebes 
held the Sun when it ſhined, or the Moon when it walked in 


b 

to kiſs my hand unto it," or by way of worſhipping it 3 then 
this were iniquity that ought to be punifþed , Job 31. 26. 
A ſmatch of which is {till remaining.even among us in 
ſome old doting Women, who at the firſt fight of the 
New Moon do uſe:to ſay, Yoder's the Maon,; God ſave 
her grace; For from whence ſhould that-Speechariſe, 
but from thereliquesof thatHeatheniſh kinde of Ido- 
latry which made gods :of the Sun, the Moon, and 
theStars: But when Job ſpake. againſt it, he faid, 27 
£ | Was 


Vw wa. > A je wt 


rohtneſs; or if my heart hath ſecretly enticed my month . 


gy YOUR” mA” " 7 * 


was iniquity that ought to be puniſhed; as you have al- 
, ready Heard, And well might Job ay io; becauſe 
God Almighty had forbidden it 3 asin Demt.4. 19. Be-. 
wareleſt thou lift up thine eyes to Heaven 5 and whenthou 
ſeeſt the Sun, and the Moon, and the Stars, even all the 
hoſt of Heaven, ſhouldf# be driven to worſhip and ſerve 
them, which the Lord thy God hath divided unto all Na- 
tions under the whole Heaven. | 
| Byall, or moſt of which (hitherto mentioned) we 
ſee, that God Almighty would not have his people 
learn the way of the Heathen, either in a ſfervile {la- 
viſh fear aftively conlidered, whereby they worſhip 
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the Sun, Moon, and Stars; or in a paſſivefear (as in 


the Text) whereby they are made afraid, amazed, or' 
{fore troubled in minde with thought of what may! 
happen from the ſfignifications of the ſigns of Heaven 5 
For though they be figns, and thereupon may and do 


fignifie, elſe they were no ſigns ; yet thas ſaith the 


Lord, Be not afraid of them, for the Heathen are diſmayed 


at ther, : AIl which, in a word, tendeth to this, name-. - 7 
ly, That the Prophet here teacheth Gods people to' 8 


have their truſt ſo firmly fixed on him, that what 
diſaſter :ſoever the Heavens in the courſe of Nature 


ſhould at any time threaten unto them, they. ought: 


not'to fear it. For as one truly ſpeaketh, -4ſtra reguut. 
homiges,. ſed Dews aſtra regit : The Stars have a power 


over men, ſuch as it is 3 but God ruleth the Stars: 


Or as another ſaith, 
Taſte age—— Sapiens dominabitur aſiris ; 
Et manibus ſummi- ſtant Elementa Dei. 
aaa, 72 og toi] WEE 
| Do godly deeds, ſo ſhalt thou rule the Stars 5 * 
For then God holds the Elements from Wars. 
B Whereto 
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1 Dea on the azy before © 
- Wheretoagreeth that of AdelawFhop, a great and fa- 
mous Divine, who ſpeaking of this of Jeremy, Be nos 
afraid of the figns of Heaven; (aith, 0h ſweet conſolation 
: propoſed to the Church of God , and to all that call upox 
—_= him. For though the Prophet doth not fay, They fig- 
 »/, miftenothing; nay.rather in ome Imran ſigns, doth 
”  declarethey ſometimes ſignifie or threaten great and 
fad things ; yet he would have the godly comforted, 
and not be diſmayed at them. Not (faith he) becanſe 
they feenifie nothing, but that the pions may truſt that they 
op ſhall be covered and kept of God even im thoſe dangers. 
> For as Chriſt when he biddeth us not to fear death, 
= doth it, not becauſe death is not bitter, buit becauſe 
he would have us know, that even in death heis pre- 
fent to preſerve us : So here the Lord God, tn faying, 
Fear wot the pgns of Heaver, dothit, not becauſe they 
are not ſometimes of an evil figntfication, and ma; 
.therefore produce effects of a fad event; but becaute 
B he would have our whole truſt and conftdence be pla- 
ceed in him, who hath made the Heavens and the 
” *. * Earth withall that therein is. The Heathens indeed: 
TY were afraid, becaufe they looked onely upon the ſ{e- 
eondary caufes, but you that be Gods children may 
look wpon God the firftcanſe; and thereforethouglh 
they were, yet pounded notbe afraid of the figns'of 
Heaven; no, _ rags ma nogood : For God 
is abovethem, and can eſther mitigatethemoſt dire-- 


ful influence that is, as he ſtayed the'courfe of the'Sun. 
in the days of fm ;.or cle can make even that 
which is the worfFofall-ro-work for thegood'of them 
= thatloveand fearhim, as you may ſee Roz.s. 28. 
2% in whickphce the Apoſtle fpeaks withoutlimnitation 
> . of any chang, faying, a1 hinge: And-if all things, 
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then even th 
tended by the ſignification of theſe ſigns. He that 


one Pſalm, and in another, Be merciful unto me, O God, 
be merciful unto me, for my ſeu! truſteth inthee; yea, in 
the ſhadow of thy wings will I make my refuge, until theſe 
calamities be overpaſi. In which words David (a man 
after Gods own heart) teacheth us by his own exam- 
ple, whereto ſhelter our ſelves in troubleſome times, 
even under the ſhadow of Gods wings. And then, 
come life, come death, or come what will or can 
come, it ſhall beno terror to him that makes God his 
refuge. For though in this infirmity of nature mans 
minde 1s ſubjeft to fear as well as to any other paſh- 
on, and may therefore at the firft be troubled when 
the Signs of Heaven,do threaten the Earth with ſome 
direful influence , yet when he hears the ſacred yojee 
of the Eternal ſay, Be not diſmayed at thew ; he gives 
ear thereunto, betakes him to God, prayesfor Faith, 


endeavors for patience, and all other Graces which 


may confirm him : And ſo having put himſelf under 
Gods protection, he reſteth ſetled. and quiet in minde 

waiting and expecting toſee what it is that the Lord 
will do : For though 1a it ſelf it be a ſad thing to ſee 
| how the Peſtilence ſometimes rageth and ſweeps a- 
way the people, to ſee how Famine and the Sword 
devours, to ſee the firingand ſubverſions of Cities, to 
behold the death of Friends and Kinsfolks, the 
baniſhment of our felves, our Wives and Children 


yet ought the godly tobe fo confirmed, That through 


the fear of thele things they may not be broken, but 


ka: 3 DO L021 
ſt of ſuch things alſo as may be in- ' #7 
dwelleth (laith David) in the ſecret place of the moſt bigh, Plal.g1.15 7 


ſhall abide nnder the ſhadow of the Almighty. Thus he in. Ko... g 
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be firmly ſetled, and willing to walk with Godin - 
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"A Sermon Preacheddon the day before 
— his ways, as well of judgement asof. mercy 3 which 
- lm was Davids courſe in the Three and twentieth 
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Pſalm at the fourth Verſe. For though 7 walk(faith he) 
| through the valley of the ſhatlow of death, yet will I fear 
20 evil; For thou art with me, thyrod and thy ſtaff, they 
- comfort me. Andin the Six and fortieth Pſalm at the 
firſt and ſecond Verſes, God js our reſuge and ftrewsth , 
a very preſent help in trouble ; Therefore will we not fear, 
though the Earth be removed , and though the Mountains 
be carried into the Heart (or midſt) of the Sea. Erigenda 
igitur mens eſt, &c. - The minde therefore of a godly 
man ought to be elevated above all thiscorporal na- 
W-- ture, though the World ſhould bebroken and fall; 
.** +  noris it to beendured that the Word of God, nor 
% that our truſt toward him ſhould be ſhaken oft: By 
: which truſt as the mindes of the godly are guarded 
,  apainſt preſent dangers, ſo ſhould they alſo be 
ftrengthned againſt the hurtful ſ{ignifications of the 
Stars, as ſaith MelarGhor. 
©  . Ina word, Itis certainly true that the time will 
Z *, onedaycome, when the whole World it ſelf ſhall | 
| go toruine; before which time there ſhall be ſigns in | 
the Sun,and in the Moon, and in the Stars ; and Mens FT 
Hearts ſhall fail them for fear, as our Saviour hath | 
told us, in Lxke the One and twentieth, Tet for all this 
(faith Chriſt there) when theſe things ſhall begin to come 
to paſs, then lift up your heads, for your redemption draw- 
eth nigh. By which phraſe of-lifting up the head, 1s 
ſtill declared, That the right reading and meaning of 
40 the Text is ſo as at the firſt Iſhewed; namely, Benot 
--* afraid, caſt down, {ore troubled in minde, or as thoſe 
<0 who hang the head at the Signs of Heaven, what ſad 
* thing ſoever ſeemsto be threatned by them 3 — 
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God that guides * Ar@urws and his ſons,” andican (ifs x ge © 
he pleaſe) as well reſtrain the bad influences of 'any fo alled 
of the wandring Planets, as binde up the ſweet in- \ /% 3828 


x. 
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ru OT 
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fluences of the fixed Pleiades, or looſe the Bandsof* 3 


"be? 
[EIS 5.» 
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Orioz ; how elſe had the Lord convinced Job of weak= 3 
nefs and imbecility concern ng theſe very things, in  ® 
Job 38.31. Moreover, there is a Text in Job 9.7. — 
where God is ſaid to ſeal up the Stars in hisanger ; _ ___* 


T his he doth for. a puniſhment, when he keeps back. 
the Rain from watering the Earth, as. in the days of 
Ahab; when there was no Rain for the ſpace of three 
years together. From whence again I argue, That 
as hecan ſeal them up from doing good, for a puniſh- 
ment to offenders ; ſo in like maner he can ſeal or 
binde them up:in his mercy from being hurtful , 
though they may threaten greatand ſad things to this 
wicked world, in which. we live : Or.thirdly, be it 
granted, That as the caſe may ſtand between him 
and the World , he will not abſolutely hinder (or 
perhaps, not at all hinder) the full and-compleat ope- 
ration of the Signs of Heaven , but let' them go. on 
unbound, as the. Stars 1n their courſes, tofight againſt 
Siſera;. that is, to uſe them as his Inſtruments fot. 
puniſhing an incorrigable ſinful people 3- Yet for allEpheſ. x. ® 
that, working all things not barely according tohis '*: '- 
will, but according to the counſel of his'will, there 
isno doubt but he will diſpoſe of all things as well in 
a merciful way to thoſe that fear him, as ina juſt wa 
to thoſe who obſtinately ſin againſt himz and <enls _— 
even the worſt of things to co-operate or work toge- Rom. $ 
ther for the good of his children : To whom by theſe =* 
ſad Signs * Heaven (which beget a fainting fear in 
others ) he gives warning- of his judgemenits, and 

. thereupon. 
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them, When therefore David,in the Nineteenth P/alar, 
had faid, The Heavews declare the glory of God, and the 
Firgwament ſheweth bis handy work, 5 Then this bealfo 
- added, namely, That there is neither Speech nar Lan 
Mage, but their woice is beard among ther, Magkowyp 
ot 
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of God. 

And indeed, in a right conſideration of all this, 
thereis a double ſpeaking to be obferved; the one 
for God at the firſt verſe, the Heavensdeclaring his 
glory m ſuch a glorious piece of work as th oy 
the other to men at the chir verſe, in regard th 
neither k nor Language, but their voice is ar 
among t Alt which i© rt#e;. For though bocks 
theſe voices ftriftly caken, are ſpoken unto men, as 
well the one as the other, yet the laſt, upon-occafion,, 
myap be fard to be ſpoken ro them. in more PR. 
Andchereuponr it is, that Aoſer m thefigſt of Graeff 
ar the fourteenth. Verſe, ſperaknyg of che Creation = 
theHeaventy Bodies, meg for Signs 
as well as for Seaſars, D ays, ad Tears 5, which could 
we be if they ſignified, forcſhewed,, or nothing 

x, Reaches : For w- 

6 hor if nottous who inhabix 
heveln in By x Glebe Mortalety,over whoſe: 
Heads they hang ; that caftmg our —_— 
we may not onely behold: chem . Ro _ 
that wiſdom which God hath giver us 
their fignificarions by conſidering mth arms 
: MPC 'SHORS, Ry 4 err] S ts "nan 
: Eclypfes, Con 'thethke, This we'may 
E do. o,nay ther ſhoulda do, ace tothote abilities 
that God hath given nsy Why hath. he hanged 
up thoſe Siynvm open view wockewcdes dwel-inche 
faceof the ? Or howini ſublime cedtit, calmmue 
mer Juffre. Nan looks not downwands,. as do the 
Beaſtsvhac periſh ;:bur God hadh-giou touman.a lofey 


countenance,. 


doth he mean Thats. bue they voice of the Frida 2 
which at the firſt verſe he had ſaid declared the glory ._ 
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=” countenance, andby that doth asit were command 
2 (though not tobe afraid, yet.) to look upto the Signs 
"M of Heaven. ©1211; pak Bey Sc, 
IF -Nor is this oftenſive unto Piety,; or prejudicial to 
E- true Religion, more then thoſe other parts of natu- 
ral knowledge which Chriſtians ftudy as not repug- 
nant to Divinity : For as the other parts of in ws 
knowledge bring no harm at all to Chriſtian Religi- 
on; ſo neither doth thjs, Nam hanc quoque parten Phy- 
fices eſſe ſentimus, as{aith MelanFhon - For this wealfo 
take to be a part of the Phyſicks, as he affirmeth, not 
E, in one, but many places. 
 * - I know indeed that the Devil hath been always 
WG. bufie to ſow his Tares among the W heat,and into the 
” Wit, © profitable knowledge of the Celeſtial Influences; 
© . | Rawkigh hath had an envious endeavor to ſhuffle in his damn- 
| euticined ſuperſtitions, poyſoning ſome with His dodrine 
 ryof the Of CharaCterical devices, making of Images under 
= World. ſuch or ſuch a Conſtellation, and to the knowledge 
-Þ of the ſecret Vertues of Nature, hath faſtned his do- 
*. Erineof Numbers, Charms, Inchantments, -Incan- 
tations, and the like: - Teaching men to believe in 
the ſtrength of words and letters, thereby either to 
- equal his own with the All-powerful Word of God, 
orto diminiſh the glory of Gods creating, Word, by 
whom are all things; yet ſhould not this ſcareor 


4F; 


ſobriety into the works of God : For as David faith 
in the 111 7/al-, at the ſecond Verſe, 7he works of the 
Lord: are great , ſought ont of _ all thoſe who have pleaſure 
therein.” And as this. was Davids Doftrine, fo was- it 
King Solomons praftiſe s: For (as the Scripturetelleth 
us, in the Firſt Book of the Kizgs,the Fourth Chapter, 
5 at: 


terrifie the diſcerning Chriſtian-from ſearching with 
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about.” He ſpake of Trees, from the Sedar Tree that 
is in Lebanon, even to the Hyſlop that ſpringeth out 
of the Wall - he ſpake alfo of Beaſts, and of Fowl, and 
of creeping things,and of Fifhes. And there came of all 
people to Sn the wiſdom of So/omor, from all Kings 


of the Earth; which had heard of his wiſdom. Thus. ** 


there in that Seripture, and in the Book of Fiſdem 


(whoſe title is, 7he Wiſdom of Solomon)at the LCD 
aith he) 


of the Seventh Chapter, and ſo on. 7 kaow( 

how the World was made , and the operation of the” Ele- 
. ments; the beginning andthe end, and the midſt of times 

The alterations of the turning of the Sun, 

of the Seaſons 5 The circuits of years, and the poſſeſſions of. 


Stars 5 Theinatures of living things, and the furionſneſs of, 


Beaſts; The power of the Winds, and the imaginations: of 
men; The diverſities of Plants, and the virtues of Roots: 
And all fuch things as are either ſecret or manifeſt, theme 1 
know 3. for Wiſdom the Worker of all things hath taught 
All this Solor0zknew,God gavehim thisWiſdams 

which had it been Diabolical and vain, he ſhould ne- 

ver have had: But becauſe it was not, he- prayedfor 
- itand had it, in a meaſure more then ordinary. ..To 


which full meaſure though every own cannot attains. 


etſo far as by all good means he can, hemay lawful 
A eek it for the making up of what was loſtin Adam 
© fall. Forbefore Adam tell, he knew the natureof e- 


very thing, inſomuch that ke gave names to allthe; - 


; 


living Creatures;3/and whatſoever Ada called every Gen. 21997 
living Creature, that was the name thereof. But now, 7 
| :-S what” .. F 2 


S: Ret SW Fw OS $ He C7 FO. "2 , 
at the 31; Verſe, and ſo on.) He'was wiſer thex'all men <.. 
Then Ethan th: Ezrahite,and Heman,and Chalcol;andDar= * © 
dathe Sohs of Maholzatid his fame was in all Nations round 
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rw inthaſe things which the Text calls here The $igns of 
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- -Tixerhem roanotber Nation 3a . 
"poſe of them, as they who liven them be puniſhed 
or their fins both -which God doth; But how? They 
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hecanhave, but by great pains end induſtry ? His na. 
tural-knowledge is not great,norat any time ſo-miach, 
but that it may be bettered by acquired (kill. Seeing 
then this breach came intq the World thraugh Adams 
fall, we may by all good means lawfully ſeek ro make 
it up again; nothing doubting but that by a ſober and 
theent ſearch, we __— ſame * meaſure learn what 
Wark of his hand s; yea even 


Heaven. 3 


: be ngſecre, Ca Diogenes Leertins (aith, that Thales Mileſens was the 


firſtamong the Greciaus that was called ovpes,a Wile 
man, becauſe he was the firſt among them that found 
out the Secrets and Myſteries of the Heavenly Bodies. 
And /Fling in his Natural Hiſtory reparteth,that Svlor 
{who' was: called the wiſe: Law-maker among the 
Athenians) did by the Eclipfes of the Sun and Moon, 
foretell the defects and ſubverfions of certain States 
and Kingdoms in 4f4. To whom MelanFhor (that 
great Divite, ſaoften mentioned) hath fully accard- 
ed : For having ſaid that many things may be judged 
bythe Stars;, he reckoneth among. them, even 'the 
Mutations of Common-weals 3 calling that alſo, a 
partof the Phyſicks. | 2c! 45 q 

-- But how can any thing of this be learned from the 
Signs of Heaven:? Doth not Gead diſpoſe of Kingdoms 
and Common-weals?.. I anfwer, yes , he doth : and 
itss one thing fo to.difpoſe of Kingdoms, as to tranſ- 
r thing ſo to diſ- 


whoin this ſend usto-God aud to his Decree, fay that 
| which 


knowledge is it that- 
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pr but they do: not 
econdarily eftected.. For although con 


DECLINES bewraterim 
Stars in their courſes fought againſt 83/er 
Nor would David fay, inPſalm Fifty, at the fourth 
Verſe, 
te ftandþugpon record in humane ſtory, nor begranted 
by theconſent of all Ages; That great Eclizfes and 
Conjundtions have always had fad events : So that 
the Soripture ſpeakerhnotin vain, when ir ſaith con- 
cernitggthe Sun, i Moon, 'and  Stars'4 Let rheas be ifor 
Signs, as well as for ſeuſont, days, and yeare. | 
But rogive-a further touch upon this : Thereis( Þ 
cotifeſs) ns Ccheldear fate tobe feared, gor atiy ticce(s 
firy «© be impoſed upon = *::willg:of men, bue 
£ +3 2 


onely 


cre;; my callz0 the Henvens flom ubove, and to the - 
arth thathe nay judge his people: Nor laſt of all, would - 
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Ph. FOrif wec ody, it dependet matter, 
"lu." Hl we'h, | | entary 
which is it isin the body, 5 whoſe Elem tion of 
> Niirred by OT ans . . the Opera 

Ty the « wa and _—_— 1325 ſub) _ matter what- 
Key 5 pwn whereof t 7d any other _ be denied. but:that 
be” Won, the 020 9 rs regard,it — upon mens mindes 
| doubrec caven d hereupon it; tings is apt to 
as faith the i{poſitions, And her ſtate of; things is ap | 

- Sir Walter and diſpoſit he. preſent ſtat I , Mars be- 
in repair wma —_— vr ſowe = 
3 World, ;, Eindle rum or) ———— pon aduft choler:; joy 4 
app fy FE OEWarb 'bis workitg ey er mane 
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of Laws-and Religion.; according to 


Allwhich is very plain 5 and -yer there be ſome ſo 


full of ſcruplesi/ thatthey do altogether '-oppole this 


manifeſt Do&rine; others fo full of ſelf iconceit, and 
epicureous ſecurity, that _ dowickedly deride it; 
whom whileſtwe ſuffer to-play the fools with their 
fond fancies, frivilous framps, and affected derifions, 
we maytruly beleeve that they" rather wanta little 
Hellebore to cure their Brains, then force of reaſon 
by arguments and demonſtration to inform their 
Judgements. Such a one Ithink (in this) wasPericles, 
that great and famous 4theniar, who in the beginning 
ofthe-Peloponiſian Wargbeing ready withva great Fleet 
 ofan hundred'and fifty ſhips to hoyſe up” ſail}; was 
preſented (even as he went up into his Gally) with 
eat and terrible Eclipſe of the | 
ieſo dark, that fomeof the bigger! Stars: app 
At which-the Governor of the ſhip was fore-affright- 
ed,"and'thereupon together with the reſt of the com-- 
pany, refuſed toſzilz' which-when Pericles perceived 
(either [truly contemning the threatings of the: 
| Stars; / or fearinp-thatthe hearts of lis Soldiers ſhould; 
fait) he/put his Cloak for'z white *beforethe:/Gover-: 
nors eyes; 'and then byand'by taking-it awayagain, 
aſked him; Ifthat which he had done with his Cloak: 
portendedany thing':! To. whom' the: Governor an 
fwered,No: No more;{zith he,maiſtrhon think is fig-- 
nified by-this Echpſe, though'the Moon benowbes; 


tween the Sun and our: fight. : Whichibeing aid; he: 


commanded, that they ſhould hoyſe up fail 2nd 'be 
| gone abour their intended-expeditign. But:this of 
Peiicles. was furely-am overb&td; prejumption, as by 


Mw 
* ens 4 Lhe IV 
bY 2X1 - 460 Pg Rs. * 7 "4 
I S.> LO 


chis 
Seary ww 45 

Sun, which madethe pprarchs. 
d,ilifes. ; 


. 
$7 
© ia, 
NIL o 
WR 6 > 
op 


gi5ct 


ghae commont +. 
faying, Novar Rex; 004 Lex';, New Lords, new Laws. 


> "Se EM F . 
4. RES. ${* 


CT 


Ys an 3, i 


- © b” A *% PAs Lo - j1 57.9 

_ hc þ 2 "0 og "VO RARE. I ' % \ 4 1 ; | | 4 | 
= + the:eyent-appeared © For the eties of 'this Eclipſe 

” broughtnotonely miſery-upon his own Country,jand 

>. © difhonor ypon|himſclf, bur;did pus. even. all, Greece 


under the ſad.calamities of a long laſting Wax. Whieh 
ſtory I have-mentioned. to ſhew, that they are in as 

reat at error, who contemn- the Signs of Heaven, -as 
£ ey who are diſmayed at them; or,as they whothink 
 iItanunhwyfu}andfordidden thing to fearchinto the 
©” fGgnifications of. them.- To,whom, I ſay, eſpecjally to 
= - thelaſt 3 Purge away the droſs, and keep the Gold:3 
waſh away the filth, and keep the. Cloth 5 fan-out the 
chaft,. and keep the Corn : for-it proceedeth. either 
from. igngrance, or from an over-nice  ſcrupuloſity, 


= 


, 


| andino way forteth, with wiſeiand/Jearned men, pro- 
= miſcuouſly.and! without difference ;and- diſtinction, 
3 A we. confound lawful. and praiſe-worthy knowledge, . 
| cx Rlegh, iO that which is:1mpious and Diaboſzcalz as,” one 
- Foryhougb(asbfaidbrforchyheDevilfhuticls inma. 
ny: cormiprtions:aud;fiperititions into lawful Arts, 
whereby wicked knaves-have.done abominations yet 
arenot the Ants: therefore to:be:condemned in the 
Z righe uſe-ef them z\For (as:the ſaid: Author ſpeaketh} 
'- not: onely:condern, all | honaſt! Trades: and-enter- 
amiang men (for thete: are that deceive in all. 
efhons) bat ſhallin a ſhort time obſcure and bury 
alk;kindeidf gaod kearningi whatſoever 3: and that's 
j theDevibwauld-haveit ;For if he could-but 
drowni the Warldiit ignorance,  he:might then work 
hieiwill; and lead about men which way bepleaſeth; 
+ Farthermoregitis ai thing well- worth: the noting, 
' thatby.undexftanding:the:; uttermoRt. agg") 
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Chriſt 5 and may I the berter confure thoſe 7 


Heretiques that deny it, for che terms or limits of na- 
tural power and vertve notunderſtoo@s ' 'wem 
ſtand in doubt 'whether thoſe very 'works whi 
Chriſt did, may not be'done by natural means. 'But 
knowing how far nature can go, and finding Chrifts 
miracles to'beaboyethat, weconclude, thatwhat he 
wrought wasby the Finger of God. i Tt 8 
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And as for Divination which” the Scriptures cry _- 


ainſt, Is it that by which a wiſe man may with pro- 
Pabitity conjeture of ſome things tocome, befbre 
they are z grounding his- prediction upon theiinfla- 
ences of the Stars, and' natural operation of the'Hea- 
vens, which work upon thingsbelow? Surely no, it 
is not that. For what the Seripture forbiddeth, is cer- 
rainly of another kinde, 
the Heathen vainly to put confidence tm - the flying, 
feeding, chattering, and chirping of Birds ; as alſo m 
what they ſaw at'their Sacvifices, in the opening and 
viewing the bowels and livers of Beaſts.For it is with- 
out queſtion, that the Devilwasnever'ignorant; how 
that both the wiſe and ſtmple obſerve, whenthe' Sea- 


birds forſake the Shores and fly unto'the Land, that 


then ſome great ſtorm commonly followeth; that 
the high flying of the Kite and Swallow, beroken fair 
weather 3 that the crying of | | 
Ducks foreſhew Rainzforthey feet the Aire moiſted 
in thetr Quils. Now hereupon the enemy of Mankind, 
working upon thefeas upon thereft of Gods creatures, 
Jong ttme- abuſed/ the Heathen by teaching them to 
obſerve the flying of Fowls, and” therebyto judge'sf 
goodorevil ſuceeſsin the Wars; and{withal Jto look 
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to the entrails of Beafts for-the ſame; as if God had 
written the ſecrets of his Proyidencein the livers and 
bowels of thoſe creatures.- The prohibition therefore 
4a.$criptur&, to mark the flying of Fowls (as fGigns of 
godd or evil ſucceſs) hath no reference at all to the. 
-erying of Crows againſt Rain, or to any obſervation 
- nat ſuperſtitious, and whereof a reaſon or cauſe may 
begivenz. By which it may be concluded, that there 1s 
akinde of Divination, to which a wiſe'man may at- 
tainand {eek after, without any offence to God, or 
harm to Piety and true Religion -- For though ſuper- 
ſitious and Diabolical Divination beabominable,and 
_ notto be tolerated among Chriſtians, yet that which 
isnatural.is granted lawful, ſo long as it keeps within 
it's own bounds, Divinum | ſcilicet genus Divinationis || 
non eff impinn, nec prohibitum : Diabolicum & ſuper- 
Sitioſum impinm eff, & vetium :-Naturale vero, ſt ſuas 
gretas ſerver, conceſſum et z as ſaith Goclenivs in theend 
of the fifteenth Chapter of his TRI Diſputations3 
that whole Chapter treating of Divination and. the 
kinds thereof. | r ; 
.- Fhelike may be ſaid concerning 'the obſerving of 
timeszfor which ſome men, in the height of their zeal, 
do/alſo much blame Aſtrology, but cannot truly doit 
as it is pure and unabuſed 3 For pure Aſtrology and 
undefiled;w1i}l obſerve no ſuch times as may bring any 
diſhonor unta God, and yet it may obſerve times too. 
For (as Solomon ſpeaketh in Eccleſraſtes) there is a time 
for every thing, and a ſea/on for every purpoſe under Hea- 
ver which prudentially. obſerved, and not ſuper- 
ſtitiouſly ſought-after. and doted on, may conduce 
much to the benefit of Mankinde.. This I grant : But 
3s-it therefore,probable that every day: in the _ 
| DE _ hat 


_ 
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hath a ſeveral Planet to govern it, or is there any rea | © 
fon for it, ſeeing the.Stars wereall made upononeand 8" > 
the ſame day? no moreT think then to a aſeyerat 
Planet to every hour(called by the name ofPlancea y 
hours) which in my Py armor 15no better then folly Pls... 
and ſuperſtition: and therefore inthis reſfpe& ro make © 
choice of good or bad days, or of lucky and untncky 
hours, del erves to beexploded,and not to be harbor= _M 
ed under the harmleſsfhelter of Aſtrology. There be ©* 
times indeed when the Planets according to their af- 
petts, morions, or places in the Heavens, are cither 
moreor leſs powerfal in their operations ; To obſerve 
chereforeſuch times, and apply them onely to ſuch 
things asare agreeable to their natural working, is 
no ſuperſtition, but a well grounded obſervation ; 
' grounded upon a natural cauſe, to bottonrand uphold 
it. If the Heathen (whoſe ways we arenot to learrr 
had obſerved times no otherwiſe, I beleeve (for that 
they never had been caft out, nor the Jews forbidden 
to obſerve times as they did. For even afterward, the 
Children of x enrol are Poker of as men bf eminency, i 
regard that they had anderſtanding of the times, to know 
what Tſrael ought to do : Asitis in the firſt Book of the 
Chronicles, the 12. Chapter, atthe 32. Verſe. If there- ', 
fore the Hebrew word Menomen(or Megnonen) in Dent. 
18. 10. be to berendred, 4» 9b/erver of times, 1t is tobe 
underſtood of ſuch an obſerver of times, as makes his 
Eletions by Witchcraft and Southſaying, or by fore 
ſuchlike Devilliſh praCife, and not by that which _.* 
truly and indeed is called Aoiogy: For that which - 
truly and indeed is called ſo,is nothing elfe but «5pw# , K* 
Aogg5 , the language of the Stars, or the ſpeech of the 7 3 
Heavens : whole yoice (as 1 owed you before,out of - 2 
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the 19. Pſalms, at the 3. Verſghis heard over all-the 
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=  _Earth: For theres neither ſpeech #or language, but their 


woice is heard among them, The Apoſtle Paxl, in Rom. 
IO. 18. doth onely allude hereunto, and not litterally 
underſtand it ofthe Preaching of the Goſpel, as ſome 
would have it; For as the voice of the Heavens is heard in 
all Lands, ſo the ſound of the Word which was Preached by 
the Apoſtles went into all the Earth, and their words unto 
theends of the World. Thus then I ſee, as Dogs bark at 
them they know not, ſo ſome among men condemn 
and hate the things they throughly underſtand not... 
Moreover, another way of the Heathen was, to in- 
chant the Signs of Heaven ; as both their Poets, and 
others report. Carmina vel celo poſſunt deducere Lunam, 
faith one : Char-rs can bring down the very Moon out 
of Heaven. And ſoalſo doth Diodorws Siculss teſtifie, 
Eb. 2. 6.8. Upon which power the Heathen people 
did ſo much rely, that as Jaznes and Jambres withſtood 
Moſes in PharaoL $time, ſo did the Chaldeans withſtand 
Gods Prophets in E/ay's time, and afterward 3 inſo- 
' much, that they repoſed their ſafety, and the ſafety 
alſo of their Empire, in the power of this wicked In- 
chanting brood of Aſtrologers 3 who wereeither ſuch 
themſelves as had through Satans ſubtilty cortupted 
the art with damned Diabolocal inventions, and 
not ſuch as medled with no more then pure Aſtrolo- 
gy3,or clfe were mixed as one in counſel and pur- 
poſe, with thoſe who wickedly believed, that they 
could croſs God,and hinder the operation of the Hea- 
yens by their deviliſh inchantments. Now theſe the 
Lord God Almighty derided, in E/2. 47.12,13,8 14- 
Verles: ſaying, Stand now with thy inchantments, and 
with the multitude of thy Sorceries, wherein thou ha) we 
6 1þ | KY ore 


b | 
ſo bethou mayeſt Fe . Thoy art wearied in the mmulti- . 2 © 2% 
tude of thy counſels : Let now the veiwers of the Heauens, 
the lookers on the Stars,who give knowledge concerning the - 
months, ſtand up and ſave thee from theſe things that ſhall - 
come npon thee, Behold they ſhall be as ſtubble; the fire 
foal burn theis,they ſhall not deliver themſelves. Ry which 
words | of, Ifſo be thou mayeſt prevail---let them' 
ſtand up and ſave thee---they ſhall not deliver them-. 
ſelves]1s clearly ſhewed that Chaldearelied ſolely up- 
on the power of theſe wicked men, who oppoſed God, 
and gave no heed atall to the prediftions of his Pro- 
phets. Of which opinion was Balak,, the King of Moab, 
when he ſent for Balaam, deſiring that by his inchantments 
he would curſe Gods people - ſaying unto him with. great 
confidence. Iwote well that he whom thou bleſſeſt is bleſſed, 
and he whom thou curſeſt is curſed , Numb. 22. 6.” But *' © 
all this would not ſerve the turn 3, for there is -no inthant= 0 © 
ment againſt Jacob, neither is there any divination a 5 "US 
Iſrael. And therefore when Balaam ſaw that it pleaſed the 
Lord to bleſs Iſrael, he went not as at other times to ſeek, 
for inchantments, but ſet his facetoward the Wilderneſs, 
Numb. 24. 1. | 
And thus I believe we havethe right meaning of 
that Text evennow alleaged out of the Prophecy of 
the Prophet Eſay.Or ſuppoſe this be not the full mea- © 8 
ning, but thatrather we are te underſtand it of Gods 
deriding the Chaldear Aſtrologers, for not foreſeeing Þ 
by the Heavens what his Prophets foretold; yet what 
can be thence concluded, but that the higheſt God 
doth ſometimes,when he pleafeth, produce thatwhich- 
could not be foretold by the obſervation of the Stars. 
This I grant is not altogether improbable, howbeit, T 
= D' 2+ - - rather 
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ra chliaFes its Bas ncoprociions. 
of ragteving tothe ſcope of the Prophecy; | 
PE "What ſhall I-ſay more? the Text- faith here, Be 
"I ot afraid of the Thgws of Heaven: andoſay'l, Be ich: 
© _- ther too fearful of them, nor yet to careleſsco regard 
them; nor the fi jgnificarions intended by. them, For 
chough they be Signs,” and do thereforeſignifiez yet 
let not this trouble you ; be not overcome with fear ; 
be not diſmayed at them. For if thou belongeſt to 
the 1/rzelof God, and wiltbut ſearch andery the ways, 
repent of fin, watch and pray, ſeek to God, andre-" 
deem the time now the daysareevil ; then know, that 
thereisa God, whois the God of 7ſrael, who will be 
for thee 3 and will either removeat reatned evil, and 
lkaveableſſing behinde him , br will elfe diſpoſe: of 
the worſt, that either may orcan be; for thy aſſured 
g00d. For as D#ozd-faith in the 121. Pſalm, He that 
expeth 1/yael ſhall neither ſlumber nor ſicep. The Lord 
. Himſelf is thy keeper ; the Lord is'thy defence upon 
thy right hand. 'So that the Sun ſhall not finite thee 
©  - by day(for ſo the word -ſipnifieth.)- nor the Moon 
—_— hy aide. The Lord ſhall pteferve thee from all evil : 

Y ea, 1t is even he that ſhall keep thy ſoul. The Lord 
Tha [preſerve thy going out and thy coming in, from 
-thisrithe forth forevermore.- _ 
= "*Allg Res ray heh erefore be toGod, bath Father, Son, and holy 
=. Tus in the beginning, 3s now, ; end ever ſhall 
"IN i. Be, Oi writhing end. Amen Amen. 


